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fication to be necessary. When war broke out
in Europe it seemed as though the work of
British missionary societies, especially in Asia,
might be seriously hindered, if not quite crippled
for a time. The events of the past year in the
history of British missions have proved an utter
defeat of all such fears. Apart from an increase
in income sufficient to create a record for the
last quarter of a century, there has come to the
whole Church, as it prayed over the task of its
Expeditionary Force, an access of vision and
power beyond anything that it has known since
the great days when the Societies were founded,
just over a century ago, at a time of similar
international turmoil It is therefore a very
fitting time at which to put before our people
such a book as this,

As a nation we are being brought into closer
contact than ever with India, as she has given
unsparingly of her finest manhood on the fields
of Europe in a cause which she felt to be that
of freedom and truth. We are in active alliance
with Japan, an island people like ourselves.
China is looking on, and wondering what is the
true line of progress for a civilized nation. It
is well that we should understand the outlook,